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A Harvest of Death

They're among the most iconic images of the
Gettysburg battlefield. But where were they shot? Modern
techno Iog»ymggg have helped figure it out.
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A look at the forces that moved Kentucky siblings to fight on opposite
sides during the Civil War BY J.D. MADDOX
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JOSEPH (LEFT) AND WESLEY
MADDOX AS THEY APPEARED
AFTER THE CIVIL WAR.

BROTHER
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N The cavalrymen spurred their horses fearfully. They had been
iR on the run for over a month and now were within shotgun range
of their pursuers. They were experts in the art of the quick es-
cape, but the past few days and nights of nonstop riding and
fighting had pushed them to their physical limits. They were
no more than a filthy rabble in threadbare uniforms, on stolen
barnyard horses and nearly broken by a scorching summer sun. :
1 Their well-armed pursuers in blue were determined to putan QAL e
end to months of embarrassing skirmishes. Locals had urged JHoT i &
the Union men to “kill the last one” of the Confederates, but ¥y
their disheveled quarry had eluded them with classic guerrilla
tactics—outpacing them, avoiding direct confrontation, hiding S ¢
among the civilian population—during a series of raids on towns [ A
along the contested borderlands of southern Kentucky, Indi- * &8
ana, and Ohio.! A trail of discarded battlefield trophies, tossed o A
away in panic, led directly to them. 1 Joseph Maddox, among -
the men in blue, leveled his rifle and scanned for a target among gt X% A
the guerrillas. A man in a bright hat moved into his line of sight. oL
Joseph fired, sending horse and rider to the ground. The horse ,
writhed, but the man in the hat was uninjured. He quickly v e
mounted aloose horse. Joseph retained his target—that incon- i deir
gruously bright hat—and fired again, felling the horseman a sec- IS
ond time. But once again, the rider rose unscathed, found an- J{
other horse, and somehow dodged a storm of bullets as he fled.
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If Joseph could have seen through the chaos, he
might have cheered fate’s intervention. He would
have recognized the man he had shot at as none
other than his older brother, Wesley Maddox.

®
The Civil War is rife with tragic stories of “broth-
er against brother,” but a story of a brother ac-
tually shooting at his own brother might nev-
er have been documented. The story of Joseph
shooting at Wes had been passed down as oral
history through four Maddox generations, since
the men gathered in an Illinois farmhouse after
the war to tell their stories.? Joseph, who had
served as a soldier in the Union army’s 3rd Ken-
tucky Cavalry, told stories of chasing Colonel
John Hunt Morgan’s Raiders—Confederate cav-
alrymen who conducted raids
throughout the western the-
ater in 1861-1864.> Wes, who
had served as a soldier in the
Confederate 10th Kentucky
Cavalry, part of Morgan’s
Raiders, listened intently.* So
did their uncle Davis Mad-
dox, who had served with Wes
as one of Morgan’s Raiders in
Colonel Basil Duke’s 2nd Ken-
tucky Cavalry.®

When Joseph finished his
story, his brother Wes rose
from his seat and barked at
him, “You son of a bitch, that
was me!”®

What may seem like an improbable coinci-
dence—brother shooting at brother without
knowing it—is now substantiated after painstak-
ing research in original records of the war, includ-
ing service and pension records, official histories,
contemporary news articles, journals, and more,
allowing us to pinpoint the location of their sto-
ried fight. The Maddox brothers’ units met on
the battlefield on July 19, 1863, as Morgan’s Great
Raid into Indiana and Ohijo fell apart under in-
tense Union pressure. That morning Morgan’s
horsemen were met by an overwhelming Union
force at the Battle of Buffington Island, along the
Ohio River, and Wes’ unit retreated to the north-
west under fire. A few hours later, Joseph’s unit
intercepted his brother’s a few miles inland and
they fought in the skirmish at Bashan Church,
ending in a decisive Union victory and all Con-
federates captured.” Wes was among those cap-
tured and was sent to prison.® He and his uncle
Davis, who was captured a few days later at Salin-
eville, would spend the rest of the war in the no-
torious Union prison Camp Douglas in Chicago,
where they saw many of their fellow Raiders die
from disease, abuse, or starvation.’
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Combatants in the Civil War, like in any war,
were often compelled to fight by forces outside
their control. In 1862 in Christian County, Ken-
tucky, the Maddox brothers’ home, the societal
pressure to join the Confederacy was acute and
men who voiced support for the Union were phys-
ically threatened, at least by one account. The per-
sonal letters of Samuel McDowell Starling, who
lived just five miles south of the Maddoxes, show
that he was so afraid to be caught as a Union sym-
pathizer that “during the spring of 1862 he slept in
the woods every night for nearly a month to avoid
being seized,” and eventually escaped to Louisville
to join the Union army.'® Under these conditions,
peacefully sitting out the war in bucolic Christian
County became increasingly risky. Wes and Joseph
were eventually forced to take a side.

Historians have come to various conclusions
about why men would choose
either side. Gerald Linderman
proposed that men joined the
Confederacy as an act of cour-
age. Reid Mitchell reasoned
that ideology led men to en-
list, a finding that other histo-
rians, chief among them James
M. McPherson, agreed with.
But the Maddox brothers’ ac-
tions seem to confirm the as-
sessment of another historian,
Kenneth Noe, who acknowl-
edged the difficulty of gen-
eralizing Civil War soldiers’
motivations—which included
“hatred, a taste for adventure, local pressures,
pomp, packages containing women’s undergar-
ments designed to shame the recipient, the de-
mands of honor and masculinity, the legacy of the
Founding Fathers, patriotism however defined,
white supremacy, [and] the determination to hold
on to slaves” Noe inclines toward personal, imme-
diate pressures as primary motivations for those
men who joined in 1862 or later."

Among those immediate pressures, Noe iden-
tifies enlistment bounties and imminent Confed-
erate conscription as strong motivations for join-
ing the fight in mid-1862. He writes that “What
tentatively seems to have united such disparate
men, based on their limited writings, were their
roots in the more reluctant to secede Upper
South [..], their apparent unwillingness to serve
for any of the other reasons previously discussed,
amarked unhappiness in the army once enrolled,
and a slow, final adjustment to the reality of ser-
vice”? But Joseph and Wes avoided Confeder-
ate enlistment for four months, even while com-
pelled by the Confederate Conscription Act of
April 1862, and were unpersuaded by enlistment

» To view this article’s reference notes, turn to page 70.




THE MADDOX BROTH-
ERS, LIKE OTHER RESI-
DENTS OF PRO-UNION
AND PRO-SLAVERY
CHRISTIAN COUNTY,
KENTUCKY, FACED
MYRIAD PRESSURES TO
ENLIST IN EITHER THE
UNION OR CONFEDER-
ATE ARMY. RIGHT: A
MEMBER OF THE 3RD
KENTUCKY CAVALRY,
THE REGIMENT JOSEPH
MADDOX JOINED IN
AUGUST 1862.
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bounties. If they had Confederate sympathies,
they were probably aware of Kentucky House Bill
No. 36—the so-called “Bloody Bill” issued by the
Legislature in September 1861—that threatened
“confinement in the penitentiary not less than
one nor more than five years” for enlistment in
the Confederacy.” It was only with the arrival of
Confederate forces in Christian County in Au-
gust 1862 that Wes enlisted in the Confederate
and Joseph in the Union army.

[ X'}

Before the war, Wes and Joseph lived on their
father’s prosperous tobacco and corn farm in
a picturesque valley near Hopkinsville, in the
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southwest corner of Kentucky. By all accounts,
the military-age men of Christian County were
influenced by three main sources of external in-
formation: newsmen in Hopkinsville and Lou-
isville, circuit-riding Baptist preachers, and the
occasional military commander’s recruitment
poster nailed onto a tree at a crossroads.™

At the war’s onset, Christian County’s news-
men and preachers were strongly pro-Union.
They called for preserving the Republic and its
economic guarantees. But this pro-Union stance
shouldn’t be confused for an anti-slavery stance;
Kentucky was almost entirely pro-slavery and
believed that preserving the Union would also
preserve the “peculiar institution” for the South.
Kentucky whites largely despised Lincoln.” The
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popular Unionist politician Joseph Holt pleaded
in local papers that only the Union could enforce
policies like the Fugitive Slave Act—ironic only
in retrospect.'

The Maddox brothers were Baptists like their

father, whose minister John Bobbitt had been
known as a strong conservative.!” Baptists like
Bobbitt sometimes preached that slavery was ac-
knowledged in the Bible, and thus rejected abo-
litionism as unnatural and contrary to their reli-
gion. They sometimes repeated the sermons of the
deeper South, which were reprinted in booklets
and distributed for sale throughout the country.'®
A Georgia sermon in 1861, for example, infamously
described a “divine warrant” for slavery based on
scripture.’® These dictums were repeated in popu-
lar religious newspapers in Christian County such
as the Baptist Recorder.?° But according to historian
Luke Harlow, in a study of re-
ligion among white Kentuck-
ians, the people and preach-
ers of the area simultaneously
“labored to remain detached”
from the political divisiveness
of the day.® The people wanted
to avoid war.

When the war began in
April 1861, the state quickly
claimed neutrality and stood
up pickets (guards) at most
towns and other important
points, with the goal of de-
fending against military incur-
sions by either side. Confeder-
ate forces sporadically attacked and temporarily
controlled the area for three months in the winter
of 1861-1862. When Union forces regained control
from the Confederates, the people of Christian
County often viewed them as occupiers upending
their way of life. One Hopkinsville diarist, Ellen
Wallace, was enraged when she saw emancipated
African Americans living freely among the Union
forces. In late November 1861 she complained of
“two negro men taken from the farm by the sol-
diery to be employed as waggener for the army
without even giving their master notice”” And later
she redoubled her complaints, when she described
“the appearance of the town and people so differ-
ent from what it was before the war. Negroes pass-
ing on horse back in squads of three or four yelling
and laughing as they prance along on fine horses,
as if they had in reality changed places with the
white man.... Oh what a sad picture of a once free
people All liberty gone.”?? This alteration—former
slaves in positions of independence—was a radi-
cal disruption to a long-established way of life for
the whites of Christian County.?> The Maddoxes
owned no slaves, but were probably as shocked by
their being freed as everyone else around them

seems to have been.**
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The men of Christian County were targets of
enlistment drives by both sides of the war, and
Joseph and Wes resisted the tide of recruitment
even during Union occupation of Hopkinsville
through mid-1862. The Union would have post-
ed recruitment advertisements on every avail-
able pole in the area and in every newspaper,
demanding that men fulfill their patriotic duty,
defend their countrymen, or prove their man-
liness.?* They also would have personally visit-
ed homes throughout the county, searching for
conscripts. Some men hid to avoid enlistment.

2
In the late summer of 1862, a force of Confederate
“partisan rangers” swept into Christian County,
including the area of the Maddox farm, and on
August 16, 1862, took tempo-
rary control of Hopkinsville.?¢
These men, led by a charismat-
ic commander named Adam
Rankin Johnson, restored a fa-
miliar order to the town. John-
son claimed in his memoirs to
have been hailed by “all the pa-
pers,” and that might have been
true of the pro-Confederate
newspapers of the area. How-
ever, the pro-Union Owensboro
Monitor wrote only that “Hop-
kinsville is reported as cap-
tured by Adam Johnson,” and
in a few weeks the pro-Union
Louisville Courier-Journal featured a front-page
note from Hopkinsville declaring that “every reb-
el, or his sympathizer, ought to be driven from the
State”?” The newspapers only reflected the mixed
allegiances of the county in general.

Johnson replaced Union recruitment material
with his own. He “took the printed circulars of
[his superiors, Confederate generals] Bragg and
Harris [to Hopkinsville], pledging to the people
of Kentucky that they had come to release her
from captivity...” His posters took the same plain-
tive tone as Morgan’s posters that summer, one of
which promised to “rescue my native state from
the hands of your oppressors” and, in a plea for
enlistment, assured readers like Joseph and Wes
that “Your gallant fellow citizens are flocking
to our standard.”?® Johnson’s notices also likely
echoed the urgency of recruiting placards being
hung in the area by Confederate guerrilla leader
James Brown Clay, declaring: “The time for hesi-
tation has passed! You have now to fight, either
for the Yankees, who will press you into their ser-
vice or for Your Homes! Your firesides! Your Prop-
erty and your Liberty!”?

In the atmosphere of banditry that Johnson
brought with him (even the pro-Confederate di-
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arist Wallace decried the extrajudicial activities
of Johnson’s guerrillas, calling the area a “the-
ater of terror and wild confusion”), Joseph Mad-
dox finally chose to enlist in the Union cavalry.
Two days after Johnson’s guerrillas had taken the
area, on August 18, 1862, he joined up—after a
year of resisting war cries from newsmen, minis-
ters, and soldiers. In this regard, his choice seems
to have been less a product of the hawkish pro-
paganda all around him than it was of personal
pressures by the people around him.>°

Johnson would later claim that “Never, per-
haps, during the entire war was recruiting so
easy” as during that time. Recruiters could le-
verage the new authority of the Confederate
Conscription Act of April 1862, which made any
white male between 18 and 35 years old liable to
three years of military service, to press local men
into his service. His guerrilla
force quickly grew from just
three scouts in 1861 to about
300 cavalrymen the next sum-
mer, including Wes Maddox,
who joined Johnson’s Com-
pany K in late August 1862.
Wes was among the very last
available fighting-age men in
Christian County.”! His ser-
vice record indicates that he
enlisted on August 27 at near-
by Camp Coleman to serve “3
yrs or war” and that he was
never paid, implying that he
was conscripted.?* He had
to have known that he would end up fighting
against his brother in some way.

There are no journals, local newspaper ac-
counts, or family stories that explain the broth-
ers’ reasoning behind joining opposing sides.
To understand those decisions we must rely on
fragments of their information environment,
but there are limitations to understanding those
factors (all Christian County newspapers of the
time have been lost and the Confederates burned
the county courthouse in 1864). On the other
hand, their yearlong resistance to the local and
national calls to arms offers probably the stron-
gest explanation: The local presence of troops—
the unavoidable, direct demand for their partici-
pation in the war—finally forced their hands.

That Joseph and Wes never showed up in of-
ficial dispatches by their commanders reinforces
the suggestion of their reluctant participation in
the war. Their names are nowhere to be found in
the dozen or so memoirs and official records of
their units, except in muster rolls. They probably
obeyed orders, but never attained the honorifics
that would have required proactive participation.
They were not hailed as heroes, but they also nev-
er deserted like so many others. Their enlistment

LEWIS WOLFLEY

and pension records have little to say other than
statements of fact of their good conduct. They
luckily avoided the violent deaths visited upon
many of their friends and neighbors. In their re-
luctance to fight, Wes and Joseph represent the
silent majority so often compelled to participate
in the tragedy of war.

®6

Joseph Maddox’s enlistment into the Union’s 3rd
Kentucky Cavalry in August 1862 put him un-
der the command of “Sherman’s Fighting Ma-
jor” Lewis Wolfley, whose troops participated in
the constant fight for control of Kentucky. That
month, the regiment sought to overcome their
image as “new troops” and “bandbox soldiers”—
insults hurled at them when they entered Lexing-
ton in August—by defending
Lexington and then chasing
Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cav-
alry in Tennessee. They would
earn a reputation for bravery
at the Battle of Stones River
that winter.?*> Then, in July
1863, Wolfley’s men were com-
manded to join the pursuit of
Morgan’s guerrillas as they
raided towns along the Ohio
River. The two forces twined
like snakes along the river and
through nearby valleys, occa-
sionally biting at each other in
short-lived combat.

Wes and his uncle Davis’ enlistment with
Morgan’s unit in 1862 means they participated
in his 1862 Christmas Raid from Tennessee into
Kentucky, and his June-July 1863 Great Raid into
Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio—both of which
earned Morgan a reputation for fierce irregular
warfare. But it’s difficult to find much strategic
value in their raids from southwest Kentucky,
through Indiana and then Ohio, culminating in
the skirmishes at Cheshire and Bashan. Johnson,
Wes’ brigade commander, and Basil Duke, Da-
vis’ brigade commander, bragged in their mem-
oirs that their soldiers had successfully drawn
a disproportionate number of Union fighters
and resources away from the main fight in the
East (such as the Battle of Gettysburg that same
month), demonstrated the effective tactics of
Confederate horsemen, and certainly offered a
moral victory to the South.>* The Great Raid of
1863 probably did, if nothing more, complicate
the Union’s plans.?* Most of Morgan’s Raiders
were killed or captured and taken off the battle-
field for the rest of the war.

The superhuman propulsion of the Raiders
awed the press. The Raiders were a regular sub-
ject of news articles throughout Kentucky, Indi-
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ana, and Ohio, and they were even featured in
an illustrated front-page story in Harper’s Weekly,
published in faraway New York City.>* Among
sympathetic readers, the sensationalism of the
Raiders’ actions—taunting the enemy, hiding in
plain sight, and burning and pillaging Union re-
sources—earned Morgan and his men a reputa-
tion of chivalric righteousness among some. The
Viderre, the Raiders’ own camp newspaper, made
the most of their commander’s reputation in
playful and threatening articles.””

After the war, Morgan’s dramatic reputa-
tion dominated historical portrayals of the Raid-
ers, ennobled by the passage of time and the pli-
ability of memory. But the commitment to “the
cause” by his average soldier has been mostly
indistinguishable from historical depictions of
the colonel’s own dedication. In her important
assessment of Kentucky’s transition from war-
time Unionist state to postwar sympathizer for
the southern cause, historian Anne E. Marshall
writes that later Kentuckians concretized this
sense of uniform commitment to the Confeder-
acy when they “built Confederate monuments,
published sectional periodicals, participated in
veterans’ organizations and historical societies,
and produced literature that portrayed Kentucky
as Confederate.”®

The reality was quite different from this lat-
er interpretation. The banality of the individu-
al soldier’s experience at the skirmish at Bashan
Church was captured by Private Curtis Burke, of
Co. B, 14th Kentucky Cavalry. He shared the bat-
tlefield with Wes and Joseph Maddox. He wrote
in his journal that “A shell or two passed over us
about tree top high showing that the Yanks were
determined to shell us as long as [we] were within
range. We still had hopes of getting with the bal-
ance of the command. The Yanks came up and
fired into our rear. Co. A dismounted and fought
them till the balance of the regiment reached
a rize in the woods, and formed a line. We dis-
mounted to fight and advanced about twenty-
five yards. We stood behind trees waiting for the
enemy to come up again. There was about two
hundred stragglers from other regiments with
us. They attempted to get away while we were
in line, but they did not go more than a few hun-
dred yards when a sharp fire was opened on them
from the front and they came back in a hurry.
Nothing coming up in the rear we mounted our
horses, but had hardly done so when the Yanks
came up and fired into us. We moved back slowly
fireing a few shots. I saw one Yankee horse loose
in their front without a rider. No one hurt on our
side. We soon found out that we were surrounded
and cut off from the command entirely. Some of
the officers by order of Col. Dick Morgan who
had been lost and just got with us, raised a white
flag in the shape of a handker- w}cont.onr.68
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JOHN HUNT MORGAN'S RAIDERS, WITH WHOM
WES MADDOX SERVED, CAPTIVATED THE PRESS
DURING THEIR GREAT RAID INTO KENTUCKY,
INDIANA, AND OHIO IN THE SUMMER OF 1863.
HARPER'S WEEKLY PUBLISHED THIS ILLUSTRA-
TION OF THE ARRIVAL OF MORGAN'S MEN AT
WASHINGTON, OHIO, ON THE FRONT PAGE OF
S AUGUST 15, 1863, EDITION.
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CROSSROADS

CONTINUED FROM P. 67

division. Bragg later inserted Buckner, an-
other corps commander, into this leader-
ship equation while leaving Hindman in
nominal charge of the operation. Bragg
defined none of these command relation-
ships explicitly, nor did he explain his rea-
soning for this odd arrangement; rather,
he seems to have expected his subordi-
nates to work out the details themselves
as the situation unfolded. Further, Bragg
granted Hill broad discretion to act—or
not—as the Carolinian saw fit through
the early stages of the operation. But he
didn’t tell either man what he expected
them to do to achieve his desired goal. So
Hindman, given this much latitude and
uncertainty, marched part of the way to
his objective and then sat idle.®

By the time the Confederates had
ironed out their command problems,
Negley’s and Baird’s divisions were al-
ready withdrawing from McLemore’s
Cove, leaving Bragg, Hill, Hindman,
Buckner, and the rest of the bewildered
Army of Tennessee leaders to bicker
among themselves about yet another
squandered opportunity. That evening
Bragg rode down and joined Hindman
and the others at Davis’ Cross Roads. By
most accounts the meeting was highly un-
pleasant, with Bragg demanding to know
where the enemy had gone and receiving
no good explanation from Hindman.”

The truth of the matter is that the fail-
ure at McLemore’s Cove resulted from
Bragg’s inability to manage people, to
command his subordinates—whether they
liked him or not—to carry out his orders.
Moreover, the unreliable and haphazard
command-and-control methods custom-
ary to Civil War armies served as subtext
to these failures, amplifying any existing
problems within the Army of Tennessee’s
leadership. Bragg’s command failure in
September 1863 revealed his greatest lead-
ership weakness: an inability or unwilling-
ness to account for the human element in
his evolving and often dysfunctional rela-
tionships with his subordinates. @

ANDREW S. BLEDSOE IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
OF HISTORY AT LEE UNIVERSITY IN CLEVELAND, TEN-
NESSEE. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF CITIZEN-OFFICERS:
THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE VOLUNTEER JUNIOR
OFFICER CORPS IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR (LSU
PRESS, 2015).
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chief on a ram rod.”* Just like that, it was
over for them.

Many of the descendants of Morgan’s
Raiders—called Morgan’s Men—contin-
ue to gather to preserve the Raiders’ leg-
acy and the legacies of their adversaries.
Morgan’s Men recently met for two days
of guided tours, tracing the movement of
the Raiders and their pursuers on the last
day of Morgan’s Great Raid, terminating
at Buffington Island, Ohio—including
the site of Wes and Joseph’s fateful bat-
tlefield exchange.®

During that gathering, Dave Mow-
ery, an expert on the battle at Buffing-
ton Island, meticulously explained the
skirmishes and movements that led to
Morgan’s final defeat and the capture or
death of hundreds of men over those fre-
netic days.*! Although a few in the crowd
wore hats reminiscent of their ancestors’
Confederate uniforms, the event stopped
short of the bloodless grandeur of battle-
field reenactment. Asked about the un-
usual experience of Wes and Joseph Mad-
dox, Mowery offered exacting details of
what they might have experienced that
day. But he offered no commentary on the
righteousness of either side.

A caricature of the southern senti-
mentalist has emerged over the past few
decades, with authors profiling south-
ern fantasists, reenactors, or flag-draped
rejectionists. These characters may ex-
ist, but none were to be found among
the Morgan’s Men society at Buffington
Island. Instead, the descendants of the
Raiders seemed genuinely curious, intent
on uncovering the harsh reality of their
ancestors’ experiences on the battlefield—
and they did not outwardly express any
moral judgment against either side. There
was only a kind of resignation to the facts
of the war—a departure from the cliche
of chivalric fantasy that has been assigned
to the South. Their apolitical perspective
seemed to reflect the Maddox brothers’
own approach to the conflict. @
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performed “Twenty Years Ago” to match
Lincoln’s melancholy mood. Lamon did
indeed sing “Picayune Butler,” but only
later in an attempt to lift his friend’s
spirits.

The Democratic press’ misrepresen-
tation of the incident incensed Lamon
and he wrote a blistering reply. Upon
reading it, Lincoln advised Lamon to
put it away and crafted another re-
sponse, which also never went to the
newspapers. Ultimately, the story didn’t
damage Lincoln’s reelection campaign,
but it shows how minstrelsy was a com-
plicated part of his story.!

Lincoln’s presidential interactions
with music were not confined to min-
strelsy. He amplified “Dixie”’s popu-
larity for sure, but other musical voic-
es too. Although we now regard “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” as the
Union’s primary war anthem, it was an
obscure song during the conflict and
its melody was mostly associated with
“John Brown’s Body.” Lincoln witnessed
two performances of Julia Ward Howe’s
hymn in early 1864 and 1865 at Christian
Commission events in the House of Rep-
resentatives. On both occasions, one of
the song’s main popularizers, the “sing-
ing chaplain” C.C. McCabe, sang the
song and Lincoln responded with great
enthusiasm, possibly weeping. After the
1864 performance, McCabe reported
Lincoln cheered out “Sing it again!” al-
most echoing his reaction to first hear-
ing “Dixie” four years earlier.>>

Lincoln’s only recorded interaction
with African-American music is even
more illuminating. It has long been not-
ed how contact with the African-Amer-
ican community in Washington and the
bravery of the United States Colored
Troops inspired Lincoln’s evolving views
on race. This musical performance cap-
tured him in the midst of that evolution.

“Aunt” Mary Dines was “leader of
songs” for a Washington contraband
camp when she heard Lincoln was com-
ing to hear her choral group sing. She
was so nervous that it “nearly killed
her,” but surely recognized how any op-
portunity to perform before a white au-
dience held the potential to influence



